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Dear residents,

It was great to see so many of 
you at the recent opening of the 
Boroondara Sports Complex.  
We now have a state-of-the-art 
facility with many opportunities 
for sport and recreation for  
all ages.

The advances in Bellevue Ward 
in recent years have been 
significant.  Not only do we 
have a magnificent new sports 
complex in our patch, we have 
improved the shopping centres 
at Harp Village, Kew East  
and Greythorn.

Community safety has been a 
key issue for me throughout  
my public life.  

The statistics on vehicle theft 
in Boroondara and particularly 
in our area are of concern, and 
a key focus of the Boroondara 
Police.  It was great to use 
our communications team to 
shoot and produce a series 
of crime prevention videos 
in English, Cantonese, and 
Mandarin, containing handy 
hints for residents to address 
this problem. It’s well worth 
viewing www.facebook.com/
eyewatchboroondara/. If 
you’re on Facebook please 
share the videos to help make a 
difference.

The impacts of development 
on our neighbourhoods and 
the desire to preserve what is 

important to our residents in the 
face of increasing pressure from 
government to accommodate 
population growth is a  
complex issue.

The biggest win for Bellevue is 
undoubtedly the introduction 
of mandatory height controls in 
our planning scheme for 98% 
of our residential properties and 
introduction of Neighbourhood 
Residential Zone 3 for 97% of 
the residential land in the Ward.  

The work in progress includes 
our McMansion advocacy to 
the state government, tree 
protection policy work and 
a street by street heritage 
assessment by suburb, to 
provide Council and the 

community a greater certainty 
over heritage assessment.

It’s been an honour to represent 
you as your ward councillor and  
to be elected as Chair of Urban 
Planning Special Committee.  
If I can be of any help, don’t 
hesitate to contact me.

Regards 

Councillor Jim Parke

Ph: 98278 4457  
 
jim.parke@ 
boroondara.vic.gov.au

Message from your Councillor



North East Community 
Hub update

Local shopping strip 
upgraded

The North East Community 
Hub project is a key part 
of the 2016–17 Budget, 
and construction will begin 
in November 2017 and is 
expected to finish in mid-2018. 
The multipurpose community 
hub will offer a range of 
important services and 
programs:

• neighbourhood house,  
   meeting rooms and  
   community programs spaces
• library lounge for pick- 
   up and drop-off of library  
   books, access to computers,  
   community information and  
   library programs
• expanded Greythorn Maternal  
   and Child Health Centre
• expanded Greythorn  
   Early Childhood Centre 
   and Kindergarten

• North Balwyn RSL and its  
   memorabilia
• consultation rooms for allied  
   health services
During construction, the 
Greythorn Early Childhood 
Centre and Kindergarten 
will continue in a temporary 
facility at the former Balwyn 
Leisure Centre, which is two 
kilometres from the Greythorn 
Early Childhood Centre and 
Kindergarten.
Families who use the Greythorn 
Maternal and Child Health 
service will continue to be 
supported by the Greythorn 
nurse at Balwyn, Balwyn North 
and Minifie Park Maternal and 
Child Health centres.
For up-to-date project 
information, visit  
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/
north-east-community-hub .

The popular Harp Village 
strip shopping centre has 
undergone a $300,000 
upgrade to make it a safer 
precinct for pedestrians and 
vehicles.
The project focused on calming 
the traffic and making it a more 
pedestrian-friendly area, by 
installing raised crossings and 
creating spaces for people to 
gather and rest.
One of the project’s most 
significant features was 
narrowing the entrances 
to Station, Westbrook and 
Strathalbyn streets to slow 
down cars.
The history of the area has 
also been referenced in the 

custom furniture and totem 
designs. The totems (see right) 
feature Cobb and Co and 
horse racing themes that pay 
tribute to The Harp’s past as 
a prominent staging post for 
Cobb and Co coaches, as well 
as being a popular meeting 
point for the races.
The ends of the custom seating 
have a triangular pattern 
inspired by the stacked cut 
wood from the Dunnings and 
Sons wood store, which sat 
at the top of the hill between 
1911 and 2011.
To read more about the 
Shopping Centre Improvement 
Plan, visit www.boroondara.
vic.gov.au/scip .

Neighbourhood Watch 
relaunched
Boroondara Neighbourhood 
Watch held an awards night 
and relaunched their brand 
at an event in Camberwell 
in August.

A strong supporter of 
Boroondara Neighbourhood 
Watch, Councillor Jim Parke 
attended the event and has 
been instrumental in helping 
the organisation become 
stronger and more active in 
today’s community.

The group has been 
operating for more than 30 
years, and a number of the 
volunteers who have been 
active in the organisation 
throughout this period  
were recognised at the  
awards night.

In addition, this celebration 
also marked the relaunch 
of the organisation, which 
is embracing more digital 
communication. 

“Many people will 
remember the activity of 
Neighbourhood Watch 
many years ago and we 
are now back actively 
helping the police to 
keep Boroondara a safe 
community,” Suzanne 
Dunlop, the Chairperson of 
Boroondara Neighbourhood 
Watch said.

The group is now 
communicating using more 
web-based resources – 
such as email – so that 
local people can participate 
without having to attend 
meetings.

If you would like to help 
out with Boroondara 
Neighbourhood Watch, 
please contact Suzanne 
Dunlop on 0418 778 878 or 
boroondaranhw@ 
gmail.com .



Council will soon begin construction of the 
North Balwyn Men’s Shed, which will be 
located at the North Balwyn Bowls Club 
site. 

Men’s Sheds provide a welcoming space 
for men of all ages and backgrounds to 
try a range of activities and make new 
connections in the community. In early 
2017, the Balwyn North venue will offer a 
variety of activities including woodwork, 
metal work, restoring toys and bicycles, 
cooking, gardening and painting.

Importantly, the shed will be a community 
meeting place where people can drop in for 
a cup of tea and a chat.

This project would not have been possible 
without support from the North Balwyn 
Bowls Club and the North Balwyn Rotary 
Club. The bowls club is at 60 Buchanan 
Ave, Balwyn North.

With the support of Council, the men’s shed 
recently received a grant from the Stronger 
Communities Program to fit out the shed 
with equipment.

A state-of-the-art, interactive digital 
noticeboard has been installed at Greythorn 
Shopping Centre as part of a year-long pilot 
project.

Located in the middle of the popular 
shopping strip, the noticeboard features 
up-to-date, rolling community news, 
Council news, things to do, a guide to local 
amenities and landmarks, and weather 
updates.

Bringing this noticeboard to life has been 
a collaborative effort between Council and 
the Greythorn traders (led by the traders 
association).

In a year’s time we will review the 
effectiveness of the Greythorn digital 
noticeboard to gauge whether digital 
noticeboards are suitable to be introduced 
in other parts of Boroondara.

Should you have any feedback about 
the new digital noticeboard, contact Phil 
Coyne, Engagement and Research Advisor 
on 9278 4424 or  
Phil.Coyne@boroondara.vic.gov.au .

Budget 2016–17  
In addition to the North East Community 
Hub development, here are a couple 
of smaller Bellevue Ward projects that 
received funding in the 2016–17 
Council Budget.

Boroondara Preschool  
Planning has commenced on the $250,000 
renewal of Boroondara Preschool.

As part of these works, the kindergarten 
entrance, entry foyer, kitchen and 
bathrooms will be upgraded.

The works will be planned to take place 
during holiday periods to ensure there is no 
disruption to the children’s program.

Freeway Golf Course 
Course improvements will continue in 
2016–17, with the reconstruction of  
the 10th green.

The infamous “saucepan” will be replaced 
so that the green suits its surroundings and 
features a more realistic surface with more 
interesting pin positions.

New Men’s Shed 
for Balwyn North

Digital noticeboard 
coming to 
Greythorn
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