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and ideas. With so much goodwill and 
community involvement, we will be able to 
create a community plan which will help 
guide our policies, actions and budgets for 
the coming decade. The draft community 
plan will be released to the community 
for comment in September 2017. After 
incorporating your further thoughts and 
comments, Council will formally present 
the plan for adoption before Christmas.
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Message from Councillor Jim Parke
Earlier this year, the new City of Boroondara website was launched.  
It is an important part of the Boroondara Customer First program, which is 
transforming the way we work to meet community expectations in an increasingly 
digital world. We continue to invest in this digital transformation to ensure your 
interactions with Council are seamless and more efficient.

It’s an exciting time for residents of 
Bellevue Ward - the coming year will see 
completion of the North East Community 
Hub, as well as the redevelopment of 
the Balwyn Library. Consultation and 
planning will also take place on three 
major projects in 2017-18: the Balwyn 
Community Centre, Kew Recreation 
Centre and Kew Library redevelopment.
Since November 2016, Council has been 
working with the Boroondara community 
to develop a 10-year community plan. 
The plan will outline the vision and priorities 

for the future. To develop the plan we 
needed to know what our community 
thinks is important. Council created an 
extensive engagement program and talked 
to as many people as possible who live, 
work or study in Boroondara, to hear their 
ideas for the development of the plan.
Over the six-month engagement program, 
we’ve received over 11,500 responses 
– a truly amazing result. Our residents 
should feel very proud to be part of such 
an engaged community. Sincere thanks 
to the many who gave their time, energy 



Construction continues on new Balwyn Library
Construction of the new Balwyn Library 
is progressing well with demolition and 
clearing works complete. The ground 
floor concrete slab and lift well, along with 
the first floor structural steel and concrete 
floor slab have also been installed.
The $8.9 million upgrade is due for 
completion in early 2018. Extensive 
community engagement formed part of 
the planning and design and the new 
library will be a contemporary, attractive, 
comfortable and appealing place to visit.

In response to community need for 
lifelong learning, there will be more 
casual reading and study areas as well 
as a new, quiet study area, separate 
from the rest of the library. A larger 
community meeting room will be 
accessible after hours and enable greater 
collaboration among meeting members. 
With better technology and more efficient 
WiFi, the new Balwyn Library will meet 
both current and future customer needs.

Artist’s impression of the Balwyn Library redevelopment 

North East Community Hub
The North East Community Hub 
Ambassadors met in June to see the 
progress of construction.
Works are on track with demolition and 
clearing complete and the main drain and 
sewer relocated. Underground services 
have been installed and the building is on 
target for completion mid next year.
The role of the ambassadors is to assist 
Council to inform the community about 
the new facility and create a sense 
of connection before the hub opens. 
Ambassadors are local residents and 
some are representatives of community 
organisations who can promote the project

to their members. They meet occasionally 
with Council and share local community 
feedback. Young people, older residents, 
people with a disability or who speak 
languages other than English (e.g. Mandarin) 
are also encouraged to get involved.

Learn more at:  
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/about-
council/projects-and-major-works/
north-east-community-hub .

Community ambassadors gather at the 
construction site for a progress update.

Pictured front row: Gwenda Foard, Lobsang Lama, 
Heather Down - second row: Frank Di Cieri,  
Graham Foard, William Bell - third row: James Adams, 
Michelle Bartlett, Leanne Bouchereau - back row: 
Jonathan Li, Julie Leaver.

Fitness equipment 
to be replaced along 
Koonung Creek
The three fitness stations placed 
along the Koonung Creek Trail in 
Koonung Creek Reserve will be 
replaced due to their condition. 
Although the stations are still 
usable, the replacement equipment 
will ensure the longevity and safety 
of the fitness stations.

For more convenience, bicycle hoops 
will be installed beside each fitness 
station for cyclists to park their cycles. 
All users of this shared trail will be able 
to stop and use the equipment.

The new equipment will be: an Ab 
and hip swinger combo, Sit up 
bench, Tri/lat pull down, Seated row 
and hand cycle combo, Recumbent 
exercise bike, Cross trainer, Dips, 
Core and chin up combo and Sit up, 
step up and push up combo.



North Balwyn Community Men’s Shed complete
As a result of the strong community 
partnership between Council, the 
North Balwyn Rotary Club and the 
North Balwyn Bowls Club, construction 
of the North Balwyn Community 
Men’s Shed is now complete.

The shed will offer a variety of activities 
including woodwork, basic computing, 
restoring toys and bicycles, painting, 
metalwork and cooking. Importantly, 
the shed will be a place to drop in for a 

cup of tea, to meet others and develop 
friendships through shared interests.

The North Balwyn Community Men’s 
Shed will work with other community 
organisations and welcomes ideas for 
programs that appeal to a variety of 
interests, age groups and abilities. So 
whether you’re retired, have a project you’d 
like to do or would just like to meet others, 
call 0447 740 142 or email nbcmenshed@
gmail.com for further information.

Boroondara Preschool 
upgraded
The Boroondara Preschool was recently 
upgraded as part of Council’s renewal 
program to ensure the building is 
maintained to meet all regulatory and 
legislative requirements and to improve 
functionality.

Work on the preschool included renewal of 
the children and staff bathrooms, replacing 
floors, sinks and toilets. The kitchen has 
been upgraded with new cupboards, bench 
tops and splash backs. The children’s foyer 
has been improved to improve disability 
access and lockers and noticeboards have 
been replaced.
A large sliding door has been installed to 
enable children and staff better access 
to the outdoor space. This enables the 

development of an indoor/outdoor program 
which will be further enhanced by the 
development of an undercover area that is 
currently being constructed.

Windows have also been replaced to increase 
energy efficiency and the entry gate has been 
repositioned for improved accessibility.

The kindergarten committee and staff 
provided valuable input to the design of 
the works and have been very supportive.

Cascade Park 
Playground to be 
replaced
The Cascade Park Playground 
on Bulleen Road in Balwyn North 
is being replaced due to its 
poor condition.

Council consulted with the community, 
including Bellevue Kindergarten, to 
find out what they loved about the 
playground and what they would like to 
see included in the new design.

Construction has commenced and is 
expected to be completed in August. 
The new Cascade Park Playground 
will be an exciting environment for 
play, exploration and family gatherings. 
Inspired by the history of a creek 
running through the site, children will 
be encouraged to meander through 
the landscape, discovering a variety 
of play opportunities in a naturalistic 
setting that mimics a dry creek bed.

Garth Symington, Ian Mollison, 
Jeanette Leigh, Bernie Smith
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