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A message from 
Councillor Jim Parke
As we see out 2017, it’s a great time to reflect on what’s been achieved over the past 12 months and to focus on the challenges 
before us. I have had the privilege of chairing Council’s Urban Planning Special Committee since the election and am delighted 
to have been elected as Mayor of Boroondara for 2017-18. Ongoing high levels of development activity continue to prove 
challenging to Council and our community as we balance protection of the environment and preservation of our heritage with 
the strong demand for new housing.

Council has worked hard to deliver to you 
the best possible customer experience. 
Central to this is the Boroondara 
Customer First Program, which is 
transforming the way Council operates as 
we strive to meet (or even exceed) your 
expectations. Council manages assets 
worth $3.6 billion – the City is in great 
financial shape and Council has adapted 
well to the rate-capped environment. 
We invested nearly $50 million in new 
and renewed facilities and infrastructure, 
including $2.7 million on our parks, 
open spaces and streetscapes and over 
$20 million on community buildings.

Locally, development of major projects 
continued, including ongoing work 
on the long-awaited $17.2 million 
North East Community Hub in Balwyn 
North. Balwyn Library is fully operational 
at its temporary location at the former 
Balwyn Leisure Centre where it will 

remain until early 2018. Work is progressing 
well on the $8.9 million redevelopment 
of the permanent library on Whitehorse 
Road, transforming it into a contemporary 
facility with appealing spaces to meet, 
read and study.

I take the opportunity to wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous 
New Year. Christmas holidays provide a 
great opportunity to take some time out 
to spend with family and friends. Knowing 
your neighbour is an important part of 
building strong and resilient communities 
and it starts at your front doorstep. 
Connecting with your neighbours can 
provide a sense of security and wellbeing, 
help to develop new friendships and offer 
a welcoming place for new community 
members. If you don’t already know your 
neighbours, try and make time this month 
to introduce yourself.

The Christmas break also provides 
us a bit more time to spend with our  
‘best-friends’ – of the four-legged variety. 
Kaiser, my German Shepherd, is much 
more photogenic than me, so he’s 
featured on the cover of this newsletter. 
My German Shepherd pup, Xena, also 
makes an appearance below. 

If you’re considering a new addition to 
the family this Christmas, take a look at  
www.rspcapuppyguide.com.au .

Cr Jim Parke
Mayor and Councillor  
for Bellevue Ward 

Looking after man’s best friend
With 14,207 dogs and 5,036 cats registered in Boroondara, it is important we have 
a plan to help look after the health and welfare of our furry friends.

Council recently endorsed the new Domestic 
Animal Management Plan 2017-2021, which 
aims to support pet owners to manage their 
pets in ways that also consider the safety, 
amenity and wellbeing of the community. 

The key activities we will focus on in the 
coming years include the investigation 
of a fenced dog park, a pilot pet expo 

and a trial of new signage at off-leash 
areas at Koonung Creek Reserve. 

We’ve also made it easier for you to 
find an off-leash park near you with a  
mobile-friendly map on our website. 
To view the map and find out more 
about responsible pet ownership visit  
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/pets .
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North East Community Hub progressing
Construction of the North East 
Community Hub in Greythorn is 
progressing well and the building is 
close to lock-up stage. Works on the 
internal fit-out and services will begin 
shortly before landscaping around the 
site is undertaken. 

The hub will open in mid-2018, bringing 
with it a range of services, including 
the North Balwyn RSL, a library lounge, 
neighbourhood house with community 
meeting spaces and allied health and 
counselling services.
For young families, the hub will house  
the Greythorn Maternal and Child  
Health Centre and Greythorn Early 
Childhood Centre and Kindergarten, 
plus a new occasional care service. 

For more details or to receive 
regular email updates, visit:

www.boroondara.vic.gov.
au/nech .

The Volunteer Skills Bank
The Volunteer Skills Bank is a new initiative from the Boroondara Volunteer 
Resource Centre, designed to help match skilled professionals with local community 
organisations needing help with short-term or project-based tasks, and looking for 
board or committee members.

Locals with specialist skills in areas such 
as IT, communications, design and social 
media and governance can contribute 
in a meaningful way to organisations 
lacking the skills, time or resources in 
these areas, without the need to commit 
to long-term, ongoing volunteering.

Interested in volunteering your 
professional skills to help your local 
community? Register your details with 
the Volunteer Skills Bank today: 
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/
volunteer-skills-bank .

Taking action on 
North East Link 
Option A
If you’re not yet familiar with the 
State Government’s proposed 
North East Link project, visit 
www. northeastlink.vic.gov.au 
to see what’s being considered. 
Already, many of our local residents 
in the northern part of Boroondara 
are concerned about the impacts of 
North-East Link corridor Option A.

Corridor Option A is expected to impact 
parkland and green space, recreational 
areas and community facilities, generate 
increased traffic volumes and noise and 
may well see compulsory acquisition of 
both private and public land.

Feedback from a community forum held 
by Council in September indicated a lack 
of trust in the process for developing a 
preferred option. A lack of information 
on each corridor option has made a fully 
informed assessment difficult.

The City of Boroondara has lodged a 
submission outlining concerns around 
this corridor option to the North East 
Link Authority. The submission explains 
how corridor Option C better serves the 
project criteria and region by providing a 
high-quality orbital freeway link between 
the growth areas in the north and the 
south-east.

Given the authority’s apparent secrecy, 
Council has made application to 
access additional documentation under 
freedom of information legislation so 
that a more informed assessment of the 
corridor options can be made. 

For more information go to: 
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/
north-east-link-project .
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Christmas is the time to shop locally
This Christmas you don’t have to travel too far from home to find everything 
you need, as we’re spoilt for choice in Bellevue Ward, with Greythorn Central, 
the Village Balwyn North, Harp Village in Kew East and Boroondara Shopping Strip 
in Balwyn North. 

Each of the shopping strips has a variety of 
stores where you can get all your Christmas 
shopping done and avoid the chaos of the 
big shopping centres. Shopping locally also 
reduces our impact on the environment 
with less traffic and air pollution. Buying 
green means buying local!
Where we shop, eat and have fun – that’s 
what makes our community home. Local 
businesses are often owned and staffed 
by people who live in our community and 
are invested in the future of our community. 
Local businesses are also customers of 
local printers, lawyers, accountants and 
wholesalers – multiplying the benefits by 
creating jobs and opportunities.

While you’re supporting your local 
community, take in the Christmas 
window displays put together by traders 
participating in Boroondara’s inaugural 
Christmas window display competition. 
Visit www.facebook.com/boroondaralife 
and like and share your favourite festive 
shop window for a chance to win one of 
ten, $100 shopping vouchers.

Visit www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/
christmas for more information on 
Christmas in Boroondara, including 
market dates and events.

Nikhil Kumar of The Jolly Miller Café and Tony Tartaglia of Tony’s Gourmet Delights, hope people will 
consider shopping locally this Christmas. 

We’re almost there!
Our draft community plan is due to be 
endorsed by Council in December 2017.

The journey to discover what is important 
to our community began in November 
2016, where councillors and teams 
across Council conducted an extensive 
engagement program and received 
11,845 responses over six months.
From this, seven priority themes emerged. 
These priorities now form the basis of the 
Boroondara Community Plan, which will be 
Council’s key strategic document for the 
next 10 years.
We are listening to you, we have heard 
you and we are looking forward to 
working with you on the priorities you 
have identified.

For more information about the 
community plan and to keep 
informed on the upcoming launch 
of the plan, visit www.boroondara.
vic.gov.au/community-plan

Balwyn Library 
redevelopment
The Balwyn Library redevelopment is 
on track to re-open in early 2018. We 
have completed the main construction 
and are very close to lock up stage. All 
internal services, pipes and cables have 
been installed and most of the walls 
have been plastered.

For more information phone 9278 4650 
or visit www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/
balwyn-library-redevelopment .

Web: 
boroondara.vic.gov.au
Telephone: 
9278 4444

Postal address: 
Private Bag 1  
Camberwell VIC 3124

Instagram: 
@cityofboroondara
Facebook: 
/boroondaracouncil

YouTube: 
/boroondara
Twitter: 
@Boroondara

Council uses a cost-effective distribution method for this publication. This can sometimes mean the wrong newsletter is distributed around ward boundaries. 
If you’ve received the wrong ward newsletter, please contact comms@boroondara.vic.gov.au and we’ll post the correct newsletter.
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