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It has been an eventful and rewarding 
year for me as Mayor of Boroondara for 
2017-18 with the opening of Greythorn 
Community Hub and Balwyn Library being 
two of the key highlights this year. There 
are plenty of activities on offer at both 
facilities this summer, so I encourage you 
to drop in if you have not had the chance 
to visit.

As Christmas approaches, many of us  
will be making plans for the holidays.  
With all the excitement it can be easy  
to forget important steps we can take  
to make ourselves and our families safer  
this summer, especially if you are away 
from home.

There are steps you can take to help 
prevent property crime. For example, ask 
a neighbour to collect your mail and check 
on your property, don’t keep valuables 

in obvious locations, and let someone 
know where you are. The Victoria Police 
website (www.police.vic.gov.au) features 
a number of fact sheets to help reduce  
the incidence and impact of crime in  
the community.

If you are travelling on the road, make 
sure to obey speed limits and to stop and 
take breaks when driving long distances. 
Remember to also stay on top of bush  
fire warnings.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a safe 
and prosperous New Year.

 

Cr Jim Parke

More information: www.boroondara.
vic.gov.au/greythornhub

Balwyn North resident Anne Troy recently 
visited the Hub’s Library Lounge with her 
96-year-old mother and was impressed 
with the centre’s accessible layout. 

Anne previously used the neighbouring 
Balwyn Library but has found her new local 
Library Lounge offers “more convenience to 
pick-up and drop-off books.”

The Hub is home to a suite of facilities, 
including Trentwood at the Hub (a new 
neighbourhood house), the North Balwyn 
RSL, Greythorn Library Lounge, Greythorn 
Maternal and Child Health, Greythorn Early 
Childhood Centre, and Access Health  
and Community.

See what the Greythorn Community Hub 
has on offer for you today by visiting 2 
Centre Way, Balwyn North (behind the 
Greythorn shops). Reception is open 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, except  
on public holidays.

Our long-awaited Greythorn Community 
Hub is officially open, allowing the 
community to access essential  
services from one convenient, 
centralised location. 

Greythorn Community HubA message from Councillor Jim Parke
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The new Kew Recreation Centre project is 
progressing well. Stage 1 consultation, where Council 
sought community ideas on what residents wanted 
to see in the new Centre, has now been completed.

Thank you to everyone who had their say; more than 
1,000 people provided feedback on the project. Council 
has been consolidating all feedback received to help 
inform the development of a concept design option, 
which we’ll bring back for community feedback in early 
2019. Once built, the new Centre will provide modern 
fitness and aquatic facilities for people of all ages.

Council looks forward to working closely with the 
community through every step of the project to make 
sure the new centre meets the community’s needs. 
For more information about the project and to keep 
informed, please sign up to the mailing list by visiting 
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/kewrec.

New Kew Recreation 
Centre update

Data from the latest Census in 2016 
showed more than 30 per cent of 
Boroondara’s population was born 
overseas. One of the ways we 
celebrate our diversity and unity is 
by hosting citizenship ceremonies.

The City of Boroondara holds 
a number of these ceremonies 
throughout the year. All approved 
candidates for Australian citizenship 
are invited to attend a ceremony 
as the final stage of being granted 
citizenship.

During his 2017-18 mayoral term, 
Cr Jim Parke presided over five 
citizenship ceremonies. This saw 
him welcome 465 people from 
more than 150 different countries as 
Australian citizens. The most recent 
ceremony in October was held in 
Bellevue Ward, at the newly opened 
Greythorn Community Hub.

There are many benefits to 
becoming Australian citizens - we 
are privy to a free and democratic 
society, freedom of speech and 
religion, and voting in elections. In 
essence, becoming a citizen means 
one can be an active member of  
our community.

On Australia Day, Council holds a 
special citizenship ceremony where 
we also recognise people who have 
made an exceptional contribution to 
our community with the Boroondara 
Citizen and Young Citizen of the 
Year Awards. 

More information:  
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/
citizenship-ceremonies  
or call 9278 4444

Boroondara is proud of its culturally diverse community.

Australian citizenship
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At 78, the grandmother of seven is still 
as busy as ever. Having just scaled 
a 1000ft mountain in Montenegro, 
Vivienne returned from her travels and 
enthusiastically launched a new campaign 
which has begun rolling out across 
Australia - Strike Out Stroke (SOS).

Vivienne, a former teacher, said 
that the SOS campaign aims to 
empower primary school children to 
go into their communities as stroke 
ambassadors, to spread awareness of 
the signs and symptoms of stroke.

“The campaign, created in Boroondara 
and launched at Kew Primary in October, 
involves national primary schools signing 
up to participate in a fun 45 minute, 
specially designed game of softball which 
teaches the children the vital signs and 

symptoms of stroke,” said Vivienne. 
“As part of the campaign the students 
then encourage family and friends to 
undertake an online stroke quiz.”

“What many people don’t know is that 
everyone is vulnerable to stroke, it can 
even happen in utero. In fact one in 
six people will have a stroke in their 
lifetime and almost a third of these 
occur in people under the age of 60.

“Worldwide research shows that 80 
percent of ischemic (clot) strokes are 
preventable. This is why we need to 

educate people about the signs to look 
for. If this campaign saves just one life 
it’s all been worthwhile,” says Vivienne.

The SOS primary school campaign 
commenced at the beginning of 
fourth term this year and will run until 
the end of third term in 2019. 

Monies raised will fund research and support 
services for those affected by stroke.

Council uses a cost-effective distribution method for this publication. This can sometimes mean you receive the newsletter of a neighbouring ward.  
If this happens, please contact comms@boroondara.vic.gov.au and we’ll post the correct newsletter.
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boroondaracouncil

Instagram: 
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Private Bag 1  
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Web: 
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More information: www.scoutsvictoria.com.au 

Boroondara is home to one of the oldest 
and largest Scouting districts in Australia. 
The Scouts make a valuable contribution 
to our local community. Not only do they 
provide a fun environment for young 
people to develop new skills, get outdoors 
and build their leadership potential, but 
supporting local causes is a key part of  
their mission.

If you are a young person looking to build 
your confidence and make new friends, 
consider joining the Scouts. There are 
troops and activities for those aged 6-25.

The 4th Kew Scout Group is located in 
Bellevue Ward at 13 Glass Street, Kew 
East. There are also three other Scout 
groups just a stone’s throw away - 1st Kew, 
1st North Balwyn and 1st Greythorn Park.

Get active with the Scouts

More information:  
www.strikeoutstroke.org.au  
or call 1800 647 672

The 2018 City of Boroondara Citizen of 
the Year, and President of the Boroondara 
Stroke Support Group, Vivienne Harkness, 
hasn’t let age slow her down. 

Strike out stroke
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