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For further information visit  
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/north-
east-link-project or call 9278 4520.

The North East Link Environment Effects 
Statement process is now complete.  
The statement was a key step in the state 
planning approval process and included: 

• Public exhibition of the Environment 
Effects Statement documents from 
Wednesday 10 April to Friday 7 
June 2019.  

• An independent inquiry and advisory 
committee panel hearing from Friday 
26 July to Monday 16 September 
2019 to review the Environment 
Effects Statement, which received 
more than 800 submissions and 
heard from technical experts 
and some of those who made a 
submission. 

Council’s legal team presented its 
opening submission and closing 
statement to the Inquiry and Advisory 
Committee and engaged experts to 
present evidence on critical issues 
including traffic, open space, ecology, 
noise, urban design, visual impacts,  
air quality and community impact. 

The committee members listened 
compassionately to community members 
and groups who presented their 
concerns and requests to the panel. 

Council thanks everyone who made a 
submission, presented at the hearing 
and supported Council throughout the 
process. We now wait on the Minister for 
Planning’s decision about the North East 
Link, due before the end of the year.

Update on the 
North East Link

I am pleased to announce that  
Cr Cynthia Watson (Maranoa Ward 
Councillor) has been elected as Mayor 
of Boroondara for 2019/20. I look 
forward to working with Cynthia and my 
colleagues through until the elections on 
24 October 2020.

Every year, Council invests in our 
community facilities and open spaces so 
everyone has a place to come together, 
learn, socialise and be active all year 
round. Recent investments include the 
new 1,900m2 community garden at 
Willsmere Road, Kew and replacement of 
the Windella Avenue Reserve playground 
in Kew East. The community garden is 
now open and we have planted fruit trees 
and many varieties of plants in the shared 
garden space. Following community 
consultation in July, the new playground 
is well on track for completion in March 
2020. Park users can expect to see 
improvements in the form of accessible 
pathways, new accessible drinking 
fountains, improved social and imaginary 

play opportunities using nature-based 
play elements and additional shade trees.

I would encourage you to explore all 
that’s on offer in Bellevue Ward this 
summer. Some of the many options 
include walking or cycling along the  
13.5km scenic Koonung Trail, honing 
your golf swing at the Freeway Golf 
Course, practising your serve at the 
Boroondara Tennis Centre or perhaps 
relaxing with a picnic at one of our 266 
popular parks and reserves, like Hays 
Paddock. There are also plenty of indoor 
activities from which to choose at the 
Greythorn Community Hub.

I take this opportunity to wish you 
a Merry Christmas and a safe and 
prosperous New Year.

 
 
Cr Jim Parke 
Councillor for Bellevue Ward

A message from Councillor Jim Parke
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To find out more about the wide range of services, activities and programs on offer, visit 
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/greythorn-community-hub.

Greythorn Community Hub is now home 
to the North Balwyn Repair Café, a free 
community service operating from 10am 
to 12noon on the second Sunday of  
each month. 

The Repair Café brings together people 
in the community who can fix things with 
those who need things fixed. They teach 
tips, tricks and techniques to repair items 
and prevent them from ending up in landfill. 
They also help the community understand 
safe repair practices and give people the 
confidence to fix things themselves. 

North Balwyn Repair Café organiser 
Andrew Tynan said the service was 
centred on the ‘fixer movement’. 

“To date, our Repair Café has fixed  
more than 99 damaged or broken items,  
saving more than 230kg of waste from 
ending up in landfill. Items being repaired 
have ranged from clothes, jewellery, 
furniture, electrical appliances and 
crockery to kids toys,” Mr Tynan said.  

“We are encouraging the community 
to think twice before discarding their 
household items. We want people to at 
least consider fixing faulty items before 
they go into the rubbish pile. Believe me, 
some fixes are simple!”

The Repair Café is one of the many great 
community services available to residents 
at the Greythorn Community Hub. 

Repair Café sets up shop at Greythorn 
Community Hub

Visit www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/libraries 
to learn more about the new technology and 
to find out what’s on at Greythorn Library.

Greythorn Library comes alive this summer 
with a range of exciting activities for all to 
enjoy. Try your hand at Christmas craft 
on Tuesday 10 December 2019 from 
10.30am to 12noon. There are also Tiny 
Tots sessions with introductions to books, 
songs and rhymes for young children, 
from 10.30am to 11am on Wednesday 4 
December 2019, Wednesday 12 February 
and Wednesday 26 February 2020.

As part of the technology upgrades  
across Boroondara Library Service, new 
self-service kiosks have been installed to 
make borrowing, renewing and returning 
books more convenient for our members.  
To borrow items, members simply scan 
their membership card at the kiosk, select 
renew or borrow on the touch screen and 
place items on the kiosk’s scanning area. 
Then you can start reading.

Return chutes have also been built on the 
outside walls of the library and they open 
automatically when an item or membership 
card is scanned.

Greythorn Library Lounge
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Council uses a cost-effective distribution method for this publication. This can sometimes mean you receive the newsletter of a neighbouring ward.  
If this happens, please contact comms@boroondara.vic.gov.au and we’ll post the correct newsletter.

Twitter: 
Boroondara

YouTube: 
boroondara

Facebook: 
boroondaracouncil

Instagram: 
cityofboroondara

Postal address: 
Private Bag 1  
Camberwell VIC 3124Call: 

9278 4444

Web: 
boroondara.vic.gov.au

For more information, call 9278 4083 or visit  
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/willsmere-station-community-garden. To contact the 
Committee of Management, please email willsmerecommunitygarden@gmail.com.

Construction of Boroondara’s newest 
public community garden is complete and 
ready for the local community to grow and 
share food. 

The garden includes 50 private growing 
plots, demonstration wicking beds and 
dedicated circular garden beds for the 
community to learn sustainable gardening 
principles, along with communal growing 
areas such as herb beds and a food 
forest. A central shelter has also been built 
for the community, with a storage shed for 
members housing communal tools.

The 50 growing plots have already been 
allocated and there is a growing waiting 
list. However, general memberships are 
available for people who are interested in 
participating in communal gardening but 
don’t want to manage their own plot, or 
are waiting for a plot. 

Members have begun planting and 
residents are welcome to enjoy the 
communal garden spaces. 

Planting underway at Willsmere Station 
Community Garden 

The Kew Recreation Centre will undergo a 
major redevelopment starting in mid-2020. 
The new state-of-the-art centre will provide 
a wide range of health and wellbeing 
facilities for our community.

The Boroondara community has played 
a pivotal role in helping Council design 
the new centre. Council thanks the 2,000 
people who provided feedback and after 
two stages of consultation, we are pleased 
to present the plans for your new Kew 
Recreation Centre.

A number of key discussion points emerged 
during consultation: 

• A requirement for childcare facilities

• The size of the main exercise studio

• The size and scope of the aqua play area

• The entrance and exit onto Disraeli 
Street (pedestrian and car)

In response to this feedback, the plans 
have been amended to include a crèche, a 
larger main exercise studio and additional 
greenery. We are now working on the 
details of the design for the aqua play area 
to create a fun and engaging space for 
children and young people.

We will continue to work closely with 
the community and architect on the final 
design elements for the centre, including 
the entrance and exit on Disraeli Street. 
Detailed images of the centre will be ready 
to view in early 2020.

 

To learn more about this project and to sign 
up to the keep informed list, please visit 
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/kewrec or 
call 9278 4765.

Kew Recreation 
Centre project update 

mailto:comms%40boroondara.vic.gov.au?subject=Bellevue%20Ward%20Newsletter%20-%20July%202019
https://twitter.com/Boroondara
https://www.youtube.com/user/Boroondara
https://www.facebook.com/boroondaracouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/cityofboroondara/
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/willsmere-station-community-garden
mailto:willsmerecommunitygarden%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/kewrec

