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Sergeant Bruce Pingo from Boroondara Police
Station has been assigned to Bellevue Ward as
part of the Victoria Police’s CommConnect initiative
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A message from
Councillor Jim Parke
It has been a challenging year for everyone,
as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.
In drafting the 2020-21 Budget, Council
looked at the whole of the city and treated
its needs accordingly.
Projects and initiatives such as the new
$68 million Kew Recreation Centre, $4.5 million
COVID-19 support and relief package, and the
$4 million environmental spend will ensure we
can continue to deliver much needed services
and facilities for our diverse community.
The Kew Recreation Centre redevelopment is
long overdue and the community has waited
patiently for something to be done. I am
pleased the project is on track, with demolition
and construction taking place soon.
I’ve been speaking with traders – not just the
traders’ associations and representatives –
but traders on the ground, to discuss their
concerns and needs. There is no doubt they
have been hit hard as a result of the pandemic.
In June 2020, Council passed a motion to
further support our local traders and assist
them in promoting our local shopping centres
once restrictions are lifted. I urge you to
continue supporting our local traders as you
have always done. Their survival will ensure our
neighbourhood shopping strips remain vibrant
after the pandemic.
I commend Victoria Police’s new CommConnect
initiative, and I’ve already had the pleasure of
meetings with Sergeant Bruce Pingo (pictured
on the cover) from Boroondara Police to discuss
safety priorities for Bellevue Ward.
Please keep safe and support our local
businesses.

Cr Jim Parke
Councillor for Bellevue Ward

Kew Recreation Centre project update
With the 2020-21 Budget approved,
Council is progressing with the
redevelopment of Kew Recreation
Centre. Demolition and construction
are on track to start shortly.
While we didn’t get to farewell and
celebrate this facility in the way it
deserves, we thank all members for
their patience and support.
The new facility will serve residents for
the next 50 years. Council is looking
to take advantage of favourable
market conditions across its program
of capital works, including the Kew
Recreation Centre, as a consequence
of COVID-19. The opportunity to put
substantial projects into the market will
stimulate the economy and support our
community through project workers
spending locally.
We have worked closely with the
YMCA to develop alternative options
and additional programming to
support our community’s health and
wellbeing needs during the closure.
Kew Recreation Centre members can
use the facilities at Ashburton Pool and
Recreation Centre, Boroondara Sports
Complex and Hawthorn Aquatic and
Leisure Centre when they reopen.

We look forward to welcoming everyone
to the new Kew Recreation Centre,
which will be a great milestone.
Some of the new key features
include:
• bigger change rooms that cater for
individuals, groups and families
• activity spaces for services to support
people with a disability
• accessibility features including a
sensory room and fully accessible
spa and ramp entry to all pools
• a dedicated learn-to-swim pool for
swimming lessons
• green features including increased
solar panel provision, efficient lighting
systems and use of treated rainwater,
which will contribute to a minimum
5 Star Green Star rating for the centre
• convenient underground parking
• a warm water pool
• child care area
• a larger gymnasium
• two indoor sports courts
• an aqua play area
• a landscaped entry forecourt.

If you are yet to view the 3D fly-through, visit www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/kewrec.
This virtual tour gives you a first-hand look at the new facility.

Victoria Police
CommConnect initiative
Victoria Police has established a
new community connection initiative,
CommConnect, which will promote
responsive and visible policing to meet
community needs.
Inspector Craig Pearson, Boroondara’s
new Local Area Commander, said
CommConnect is designed to provide a
consistent approach across the diverse
communities of Boroondara.
“We can only be effective in partnership
with our community. This initiative
seeks to improve community safety and
perceptions of safety. It complements
existing policing activities,” Inspector
Pearson said.
The goal of CommConnect is to reduce
crime, as well as promote trust and
respect between the community and
local police through collaboration and
a shared approach to safety. Police
officers will be assigned to specific
sectors of the Boroondara community,
which correspond with Council wards.
Council officers and the Boroondara
Community Safety Advisory Committee
will assist the police in learning about
local issues and develop relationships
within the community.
Victoria Police is currently providing an
opportunity for residents to share any
safety concerns, improvement ideas,
and feedback about their local police.
To complete the survey, visit
www.engage.vic.gov.au/victoriapolice-community-connectionproject/victoria-police-boroondara.
The survey is open until 31 August 2020.
To keep up to date with this initiative,
please visit the local Eyewatch
page at www.facebook.com/
eyewatchboroondara.

How Council is reducing its environmental footprint
Council is continuing to invest in a wide
range of environmental initiatives and
projects to ensure we are minimising
our environmental footprint and working
towards a healthier and more sustainable
natural environment.
Council has committed to:
• Purchase 100 per cent renewable
electricity for Council’s major buildings
and street lighting. Since 1 July 2020,
Bellevue’s street lights have been
powered by a wind farm located in
Gippsland.
• Implement cost-effective, low-emissions
technologies and energy-efficiency
upgrades in Council’s buildings, such as
Greythorn Community Hub, to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
• Plant new trees and replace ageing trees.
Council knows residents value our trees,

so it is important we continue to
renew street, avenue and park trees
throughout Bellevue.
• Deliver education programs to inspire
our community to live more sustainably.
Community facilities including Willsmere
Station Community Garden play an
important role in this.
• Maintain our precious biodiversity sites
through our Backyard Biodiversity
project and Wildlife Not Weeds program,
particularly around the Yarra River and
Hays Paddock.
Together with many other initiatives and
capital works projects, including the
development of a climate action plan and
the continued delivery of our 5 Star Green
Star equivalent building program, Council
will invest up to $4 million in environmental
initiatives this financial year.

For more information, visit www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/sustainability or call 9278 4444.

Council withdraws North
East Link legal action
City of Boroondara has withdrawn
legal action against the North East Link
after reaching an agreement with the
Victorian Government and North East
Link Project (NELP).
We commenced legal action against
the North East Link project in February
2020 because of our concerns about the
lawfulness of the process of approval used
by the government for its reference design.
We are pleased to have reached an
agreement, and through the process
have secured additional opportunities for
meaningful consultation with NELP and
its contractor as plans are developed, as
well as a number of other highly beneficial
outcomes for our community.
The Victorian Government and the NELP
have agreed to provide us with the
opportunity to work with the successful
bidder to review and discuss the design of
the North East Link. Our involvement in this
process will seek to minimise the impact of
the project on our community, land, assets
and neighbourhood amenity.
As part of the agreement, the Victorian
Government and NELP will:
• Protect and retain the Freeway Golf
Course as an 18-hole, competitionstandard public golf course.
• Transfer 1.9 hectares of land at the
former VicRoads depot in Kew to the
City of Boroondara for community use.
• Plant at least 4,000 trees in Boroondara.

• Return the Koonung Creek Reserve land
not acquired for the project to its original
state with some improvements following
completion of the NEL.
• Provide $300,000 to install the 40km/h
shopping centre speed limit on
Doncaster Road through the Greythorn
Shopping Centre.
• Provide $500,000 for the finalisation and
delivery of the Bellevue Shopping Centre
improvement plan.
• Provide $700,000 for the design and
construction of pedestrian-operated
signals on Balwyn Road, Balwyn, near
Gordon Barnard Reserve.
During mediation, we had to choose
between keeping the Freeway Golf Course
as an 18-hole public golf course or
retaining a regional tennis centre requiring
3.68 hectares of public open space land
in Boroondara.
NELP’s preference was to relocate the
Boroondara Tennis Centre to the current
Freeway Golf Course site, which would
become a shorter 9-hole course.
However, the Freeway Golf Course is a
public golf course and one of only two golf
courses in Boroondara. Shortening it was
unacceptable.
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Boroondara is a built-up municipality and
has limited open space. As our population
grows, open space will be a lot more
important for our community’s quality of
life. The retention of public open space is
vital for our City, so it was not possible to
construct a new regional tennis centre on
existing public open space in Boroondara.
Instead, we will work to strengthen and
improve tennis through our local community
tennis clubs.
The Victorian Government has informed us
that it has commenced work to identify a
site for a new regional tennis centre outside
of Boroondara. This would replace the
current Boroondara Tennis Centre, which
has been used by residents from across
Melbourne. The Boroondara Tennis Centre
at its current site on Bulleen Road will
continue to operate until at least the end of
2022, provided a contractor is available.
More information on this will be made
available to our community in the coming
months.

For further information visit
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/north-eastlink-project or call 9278 4520.
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